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		Corn and Flour Milling in Newry (PDF)
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This is a PDF of a printed publication, which is available here

“This is a comprehensively, even lovingly, researched and amply illustrated work, as evidenced by the near-1,000 footnotes… The Mills Archive Trust and the author deserve acknowledgement in creating what could well be a template for other local historians to adopt for their own sectors.”

Trevor Parkhill, Keeper of History at National Museums Northern Ireland

Mills Archive Research Publication 14

A valuable historical record; A4, 118pp with 58 illustrations and  maps, many in colour.

This study attempts to capture and record the astonishing rise and slow decline of corn and flour milling in and around Newry during the second half of the nineteenth century and the first decades of the twentieth century. Although Newry’s first mill was recorded as long ago as 1588, little changed until the Great Famine in the 1840s. Then, to ameliorate the suffering of the country’s starving poor, vast quantities of Indian corn (maize) were imported into Ireland from North America. From 1850 to the mid-1870s Newry’s milling capacity increased five-fold. But by the 1880s, the availability of cheap American flour brought an end to the boom and few of the district’s 35 grain mills survived into the twentieth century.

American imports weren’t the only reason for the decline. Some mills burned down with the tragic loss of employment, buildings, machinery and stock, never to be rebuilt. Some were converted to beetling or scutch mills. And others simply fell into ruin after the millowner died. Those years of success and failure left an indelible mark on Newry’s townscape and its business life. Today, just one mill has survived and continues working in the town.
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									CONTACT US 

	Call us on +44 (0) 118 950 2052
	Send us a message …


The Mills Archive Trust, Watlington House, 44 Watlington Street, Reading, RG1 4RJ, UK.

ABOUT US 


The Mills Archive was established in 2002 as a permanent repository for historical and contemporary material on traditional mills and milling. It has rescued over 2 million documents and images that might otherwise have ended up in a landfill site.

Registered charity number 1155828

Find out more …
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