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This is the history of the Brown family’s involvement in flour milling between 1848 and 1954.
During that time they owned, leased or operated ten mills, first in Waltham Abbey, then in Ware,
Croydon, Wadesmill, Exeter, Bermondsey, Horley, St Albans, Cork, and lastly Vauxhall. Some
were almost destroyed in fires and rebuilt with insurance money, others were sold following
bankruptcies. The last were Charlie Brown’s at Tower Bridge Flour Mills and the Royal Flour
Mills on the Albert Embankment, but in 1954 the company was sold to Spillers, which promptly
closed the mills.

The extent of the Brown family’s flour milling has never been told before. It began with Frederick
Shadrach Daniel Brown who built the Sun Flour Mills in Waltham Abbey in 1848 and was
continued by four of his sons and one daughter through a critical period for the milling industry —
when steam-powered stones were giving way to rollers and cheap grain was flooding in from
North America. Only a few of their descendants have any memories of flour milling, so this short
history is as much for them as for all those interested in how the industry changed over those
years.

Copyright © 2017, The Mills Archive Trust. All rights reserved.
Copyright in the material published in this book is retained by the Author.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the
prior written consent of the Mills Archive Trust.
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of this publication.
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receive original research papers on mills and milling and the people involved with them to discuss
possible publication.

The Research Management Board (RMB) of the Archive has the sole discretion on whether submissions
are appropriate for publication and they need not explain their decision. All suitable submission are
subject to confidential peer review by two authorities selected by the RMB. If the reviewers consider
the paper to be acceptable for publication, then the author will be informed and sent the reviewers’
comments to consider before submitting a revised version. It the paper is rejected, it is at the RMB’s
discretion to provide and critique, should that be requested.

All material is accepted on the understanding that the research has not been published elsewhere and that
the authors have obtained the necessary copyright permission before submitting the paper. Copyright of
Mills Archive Research Publications belongs to the Mills Archive Trust. Publication is free and authors
will receive five copies of the issue containing their publication. Before the final paper is processed for
publication, the author is asked to sign a declaration when ordering any reprints they may require in the
future. They are provided at cost, provided they are paid for on ordering.

Instructions for authors

All papers must be submitted electronically, either by email or on disk in an editable format. Only
English language submissions will be accepted. The text must be provided separately from any
illustrations, graphs or tables. Positions in the text should be marked (Fig. 2., Table 1. etc) to indicate
the preferred positions of figures etc. The corresponding figure should be labelled Fig. 1. etc and
provided with a caption. Tables should be labelled Table 1. etc and given a suitable heading.

Ideally the text should be in MS Word or equivalent and images should be tiffs or high quality jpegs, at
least 1000 pixels wide and preferably black and white. Images must not be embedded in the word
processing file.

Our house style does not include footnotes. Instead, all such matter should be included in the references
placed at the end of the paper. References should be numbered in sequence in the text (using superscript
Arabic numerals) and citations listed in that sequence at the end.

References should be in the form:

Cook, AJ, “The Millers of Holgate”, Mills Archive Research Publication (1) pp 3-45 (2013) or
Bennet, R and Elton, J, History of Milling: Volume 1, Handstones, Slave and Cattle Mills, Simpkin,
Marshall and Co (1898).

The Mills Archive Trust

The Mills Archive was launched in 2002 and is managed by the Mills Archive Trust, an educational
charity registered in England (N0.1155828). It was established to: “preserve and protect records of our
milling heritage and make them freely available to the public” and to “promote encourage or undertake
research and disseminate the useful results of such research”.
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UK

Email: chairman@millsarchive.org
Website: https://millsarchive.org/
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