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D e a r F r i e n d s , 

T h e a b o v e d r a w i n g of L o w f l e l d H e a t h W i n d m i l l by S a r a h W o r t h i n g t o n i s t h e 
c o v e r o f a c a l e n d a r e n t i t l e d ' M i l l s i n S u r r e y ' . T h e l o w e r p a r t i s f r o m a p h o t o 
a t l e a s t 100 y e a r s o l d showins: t h e 1 a s t m i l l e r , J o h n A n s e l l . w i t h h i s h o r s e and 
c a r t i n f r o n t o f t h e r o u n d h o u s e , on t o D o f v;hich S a r a h h a s r e c o n s t r u c t e d t h e o l d 
m i l l by u s i n g w h at we s e e t o d a y p l u s s a i l s and s k i r t . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , S a r a h a n d 
t h a n k yo u f o r l e t t i n g us u s e i t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t h e West S u r r e y a r t i s t , J o h n B a k e r , d r e w o u r w i n d m i l l l a s t y e a r , 
a n d we h a v e t h e c o p y r i g h t , and c a n s u p p l y c o D i e s , A3 s i z e . 

I t s o u r f i f t h b i r t h d a y . I t was i n F e b r u a r y 1937 t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n was made 
t o go a h e a d t o s a v e L o v ^ f i e l d H e a t h W i n d m i l l , and when I l o o k b ack I am r e a l l y 
amazed a t what I s e e - c o n t i n o u s s m o o t h p r o g r e s s i o n w i t h an e x t r a s p u r t o f h a r d 
a c t i v i t y i n t h e w i n t e r of 1990, and n e v e r s c r o s s word s p o k e n o r a b i t t e r 
f e e l i n g . One a l m o s t f e e l s a f r a i d t o s a y s o ! C o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g s and work a t t h e 
m i l l a r e s e r i o u s m a t t e r s , y e t a l w a y s e n i o v a b i e and w i t h p l e n t y o f humour a r o u n d . 
T h a n k you a l l , 



We u s e t h i s n e v / s l e t t e r a s a d l a r v o f h a p p e n i n g s , y e a r by y e a r , - s o h e r e 
g o e s . T h i s y e a r h a s b e e n m a i n l y work f o r c a r p e n t e r s . ( S u n d a y c a r p e n t e r s ) , and 
y o u w i l l s e e what a good j o b t h e y h a v e made o f t h e r o u n d h o u s e r o o f . T h e s t r a i g h t 
o a k t r e e s t h a t f e l l i n C h a r l w o o d i n O c t o b e r 1987, w e r e s l i c e d up i n summ.er 1990, 
p r o d u c i n g s p l e n d i d v;ood. T h e y w e r e u s e d f o r t h e c i r c u l a r w a l l p l a t e and t h e 
u p p e r r i n g beam w h i c h a r e t h e two s u o D o r t s f o r t h e l o n g t a p e r e d , t o n g u e and 
g r o u v e d l a r c h b o a r d s t h a t f o r m t h e r o o f . T h e b o t t o m l i n e of t h e r o o f i s 
i r r e g u l a r a t p r e s e n t b e c a u s e we a r e w a i t i n g f o r s h r i n k a g e o r w h a t e v e r t o o c c u r ; 
o n l y a l t e r n a t e b o a r d s a r e f i x e d a t p r e s e n t , t h e o t h e r s a r e t a p p e d up a t 
i n t e r v a l s , t h e t i m e o f f i x i n g and t r i m m i n g them h a s y e t t o be d e c i d e d . The d o o r 
f r a m e s a r e now i n p l a c e - more o f our own oak - do h a v e a good l o o k a t i t . We 
h a v e t h e l a r c h t o make t h e d o o r s , and t h e y s h o u l d be i n p l a c e by E a s t e r . 

We a r e most g r a t e f u l t o M i t c h e l l s o f H o r l e y f o r f r e e l y l o a n i n g and e r e c t i n g 
s c a f f o l d i n g , a n d t o R a w p l u g f o r p r o v i d i n g a l l t h e s p e c i a l s c r e w s , b o l t s and 
p l u g s n e e d e d , 

P e t e r D a r b y , t h e m i l l w r i g h t , l e n g t h e n e d t h e t a i l p o l e t o t h e c o r r e c t 
m e a s u r e m e n t . T h e g r o u n d w i l l n e e d f u r t h e r l e v e l i n g i n t h e c i r c l e r o u n d w h i c h t h e 
t a i l p o l e w i l l t u r n . 

T h e n e x t b i g t a s k i s t o c o n s t r u c t and f i t t h e b r a k e w h e e l . We h a v e an 
a c c e p t a b l e e s t i m a t e f r o m t h e m i l l w r i g h t f o r t h i s , b ut we h a v e v e r y l i t t l e m.oney. 
I f t h e w o r s t comes t o t h e w o r s t t h e v o l u n t e e r s c o u l d make i t but i t w o u l d t a k e a 
v e r y l o n g t i m e . 

F i n a n c i a l l y t h i s y e a r we k e p t our head a b o v e w a t e r . We o b t a i n e d a s m a l l 
g e n e r a t o r w h i c h h a s g r e a t l y a s s i s t e d work, ( a n d got a 4 0 % g r a n t b a c k ) . 

T h i s l a s t y e a r a t r u s t e e a n d a c o m m i t t e e member, Ron M a r t i n and F r a n k 
G r e g o r y r e s p e c t i v e l y , r e t i r e d from t h e c o m m i t t e e , ( t h e y l i v e a t B r i g h t o n and a t 
H o v e ) , At t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e y p l a y e d a v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n d e e d a s t h e y had t h e 
r i g h t s k i l l s a n d k n o w l e d g e . B o t h a r e v e r y w i l l i n g t o be c a l l e d b a c k i f we n e e d 
them; i n f a c t F r a n k who h a s r e t i r e d i s o f t e n t o be s e e n a t t h e m i l l . We a r e 
v e r y p l e a s e d t h a t J a n e H o y l e f r o m C h a r l w o o d h a s i o i n e d u s a s a t r u s t e e . 

P L E A S E NOTE, o u r ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING w i l l be h e l d a t t h e W i n d m i l l on 
S u n d a y , A p r i l 1 2 t h a t 11.30am, p l e a s e put i t i n y o u r d i a r y NOW! 



An i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r I s SUMMER OPENINGS on Sunday a f t e r n o o n s , commencing a t 
E a s t e r . We do n e e d more p e o p l e t o h e l p t o man t h e M i l l . PLEASE CAN YOU HELP. T h e 
a f t e r n o o n i s d i v i d e d i n t o two s h i f t s . 2 t o 4pm, a n d 4 t o 5pm. I t n e e d s two 
p e o p l e a t a t i m e , one t o go up i n t o t h e m i l l , and t h e o t h e r t o s t a y belov;, t h e 
l a t t e r c a n s i t much of t h e t i m e . I f y o u c a n do d u t y o n c e a month t h a t -would be 
e x c e l l e n t - but i f i t i s o n l v o c c a s i o n a l l y we a r e s t i l l v e r y p l e a s e d t o h a v e 
you. You d o n ' t n e e d t o v o l u n t e e r i n t w o s , - w e ' l l f i n d t h e o t h e r h a l f ! And we do 
not t i e y o u down t o c e r t a i n a f t e r n o o n s w e e k s b e f o r e h a n d ! We p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t t h e m i l l , and a few i n s t r u c t i o n s . P l e a s e h e l p i f y o u c a n . r i n g me on 
8 6 2 6 4 5 . P l e a s e a l s o t h i n k w h e t h e r v o u kno'w a n y o n e 'v.'ho m i g h t l i k e t o be a s k e d t o 
h e l p us i n t h i s way. The d o n a t i o n s r e c i e v e d a t t h e s e o p e n i n g s a r e i m o o r t a n t t o 
o u r f i n a n c e s ; and we s h o u l d shov; o u r m i l l t o t h o s e who v.'ant t o s e e i t . V i s i t 
f o r s c h o o l s o r o t h e r p a r t i e s t o t h e m i l l c a n be made a t o t h e r t i m e s by 
c o n t a c t i n R me. J e a n S h e l l e y , a s a b o v e . 

I ' l l h a n d o v e r t o P e t e r J a m e s f o r h i s f u t u r e p l a n s . 

As m e n t i o n e d above, t h e d o o r s a r e c u r r e n t l y b e i n g made f o r t h e r o u n d h o u s e , 
and a l s o t h e w i n d o w f r a m e s f o r a b o v e t h e d o o r s . H o p e f u l l y a l l w i l l be f i t t e d by 
E a s t e r , t h e n we s h a l l s e e t h e l a s t o f t h e v/ater i n t h e r o u n d h o u s e ? T h i s y e a r s 
work i s t h e n p l a n n e d a s f o l l o w s :-

1, P l a n k t h e l a s t oak t r e e f r o m M r s G i r l i n g ' s wood i n t o f l o o r b o a r d i n g f o r t h e 
r o u n d h o u s e , t h i s w i l l h a v e t o s e a s o n f o r u s e l a t e r , a n d a f t e r t h e s l e e o e r v ; a l l s 
and j o i s t s h a v e b e e n l a i d . 

2, M i t c h e l l s w i l l r e - e r e c t t h e s c a f f o l d i n g o u t s i d e t h e r o u n d h o u s e i n o r d e r t o 
make a p l a t f o r m f o r w o r k i n g on t h e s k i r t , T h i s i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e 
w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g on b o t h s i d e s a n d t h e f r o n t , w h i c h w i l l be p r o j e c t e d down t o t h e 
p r o f i l e o f t h e r o o f , 

3. B o t h t h e s k i r t and t h e r o u n d h o u s e r o o f w i l l n e e d t o be p a i n t e d , f o l l o w e d by 
t a r r i n g t h e r o u n d h o u s e b r i c k w o r k a g a i n . 

4. The t a i l p o l e m e t a l w o r k a n d s u p p o r t i n g t i e w i l l be f i n i s h e d a s w e l l a s 
p a i n t i n g t h e t a i l p o l e . 

5. The oak f o r t h e s t e p s t r i n g e r s h a s been o r d e r e d a n d i f t i m e a l l o w s we w i l l 
s t a r t m a k i n g t h e new s t e p s by t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r . 

6, T h e r e i s a l s o work t o be done i n s i d e t h e m i l l . i . e . f i n i s h i n g t h e s t o n e 
f l o o r , p u t t i n g i n t h e m i l l s t o n e s a n d a s s o c i a t e d m a c h i n e r y . 

F r a n k G r e g o r y h a s o f f e r e d t o h a v e a 
t h e F r i e n d s o f L o w f i e l d M i l l t o s h o w us, 
t h e s a i l s a r e u n f u r l e d e t c , a n d p e r h a p s 
s a i l s . I w i l l o u t t h e d a t e i n C h a r l w o o d 
C h a r l w o o d w a n t s t o come g i v e m.e a r i n g c 

s p e c i a l o pen e v e n i n R a t N u t l e v M i l l f o r 
airion,g o t h e r t h i n g s , how t h e c a n v a s on 

t h e r e w i l l be enough w i n d t o t u r n t h e 
P a r i s h M a g a z i n e , but i f a n y o n e o u t s i d e 
nd I - w i l l s e n d y o u t h e d a t e . 

M e m b e r s h i p o f ib.e F r i e n d s o f t h e W i n d m i l l c o s t s £3 p e r annum, i f y o u r s u b i s 
due I ' l l i n c l u d e a f o r m v / i t h t h i s . You mav h a v e some f r i e n d s who w o u l d l i k e t o 
j o i n . Payment c a n be made f o r one, two o r t h r e e y e a r s , o r f o r f o u r y e a r s a t £10. 



7/^ 

B a c k t o P e t e r J a m e s : - On a d i f f e r e n t n o t e , I r e c e n t l y came a c r o s s t h e 
f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t i n t h e London I l l u s t r a t e d News o f S e p t e m b e r 2 8 t h 1844. T h i s 
i l l u s t r a t e s a n o t s o uncommom o c c u r a n c e d u r i n g t h e h e y d a y o f w i n d m i l l s . 
'FATAL ACCIDENT FROM THE SHAFTS OF A WINDMILL. On Tuesday Mr George Sidlngham, 

an extensive miller, residing at Datchet near Windsor, met his death from the 

stroke of the shafts (sails) of his windmill. The mill had been stopped, and 

while Mr Sidlngham had been standing at the door, giving some change to a 

customer, a sudden gust of wind sprung up, which sent round the sails of the 

mill with great velocity. The shaft struck the unfortunate deceased on the 

temple, hurling him to a considerable distance, and when picked up life was 

extinct. ' 

L a s t l y NATIONAL M I L L DAY on May 1 0 t h when one c a n h a v e a s u p e r day g o i n g 
f r o m one m i l l t o t h e n e x t , t h e n e a r e s t t o h e r e a r e . 

I F I E L D WATERMILL, TO 245 364, N e a r j u n c t i o n o f R u s p e r Rd & 
R e s t o r a t i o n p r o g r e s s i n g w e l l 

Hyde D r i v e . 
2,30 - 5pm 

OUTWOOD WINDMILL, TO 328 456 A f i n e o l d w o r k i n g w i n d m i l l , A f t e r n o o n 

NUTLEY WINDMILL TO 45 1 2 9 1 R e s t o r e d t o w o r k i n g o r d e r , 2.30 - 5pm 

S H I P L E Y WINDMILL TQ 144 219 R e s t o r e d t o w o r k i n g o r d e r . A f t e r n o o n 

J I L L WINDMILL TO 303 134 On t o p of S o u t h Downs 
R e s t o r e d and g r i n d i n g a g a i n . 12 noon - 4pm 

WEST BLATCHINGTON, HOVE. TQ 279 0 6 8 R e s t o r e d , d o e s n o t g r i n d now, 2. 30 - 5pm 

R E I G A T E HEATH V/INDMILL. Key i s a t t h e n e a r b y g o l f c l u b b u i l d i n g , and one c a n 
s e e i n s i d e t h e r o u n d h o u s e a t a n y t i m e . 


