Friends of Lowfield Heath Windmill

Mrs. J. M. SHELLEY
4 NORWOOD HILL ROAD
CHARLWOOD, HORLEY
SURREY, RH6 OED
Tel 0293 862646

HMEMSLETTER Mo. 2 Tul: 1723
Dear Friends,
THE STORY 80 FAR = Fart 2.

After dismantling the windmill last July, winter was
cutwardly a gquist tims, but things were certainly going on. The
miltwrights are making an excellent job of repairing the ftimbers.
The metzalwork 1= being repzired and treated by ocur regular Sundayw
morning woluntesrs, who do many other jobks too. (e ars weryw

ortunate that mos

:
o .t of the metal parts remzin.: On the nsw site
=n thousand bricks =

were cleaned by hand by wolunieer

=

L

e had one bBig Blaw; the millwright s sstimate of coate rose
= great deal when he examined the parts of the windmil cer the
dizmantling. Perhaps it 1=z & good thing that we didn’t Krow this
would happen, or we might newer hawve taken on the project!

In the spring came & wvery encouraging and wonderful suprise,
three of the trustees were invited to an afterncon reception of
the Shell Better Britain Campaign at the Bangueting Foom at
Mhitehall. Thiz is an annual eswent, in a2 wery historic bBuilding,
dizsplawing four of tbe wWeEry many projects which the Shell Better
Britain Campaign had supported, and - guess what - Lowfield Heath
Mindmill was one of thoss four projects The DoE, the EEC, th

th
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preszs, and the Chairman of Zhell were
honour .,
&z spring came we were watching the state of the fisld by
the Zoo, it had been wery wet &ll the winter, we wondered 1§ it
woyld ewer be drw encugh to hold hesawy trucks carrwing loads of
conzrete for the foundations. EBEut suddenly in late May it was
dre d almos=t immediatly Mitchells of Horlew duq cut the
+uund tionsz, followsed rapidly by bBuilding inspection and the
concrete drop, before the next rain f21!. Y&and u‘:u before the
chotographers got there.) ZSoon the bricklawers started work -
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w
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“the Brick lawing was too specialized for unskilled wolunteers.
Fow the four pillars and the roundhouse hawe been complsted up to
the lewal of s=—trees, once thesze zare in position a few
more Courses will complets the basze of the mill.

The timber repairs hawe been more complicated than expected,
but it is zensible to make a thorough Jjob while the mill is in
parts, it will then hopefully laszt another 258 wears! We expect
tc erect the trestle consisting of the cross treesz, guater hars
and the main post in September. It iz =till touch-and-go whether
we can re—erect the body of the mill this autumn., I we can’t,
thern we will be ready to put it up next Spring.
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I hzwe used z number of termsz that have recently become
houzehold words to me, but I expect are new to many of wou, so
Feter James will explain with diagrams.

One lazt m

atter, we are still short of monew, this iz guite
a worry to us. Ewvery little bit that comes in helps. Flease renew
wour membership or become a member, {details enclosedd, or donate
a2 pourd for a (svymbolic) brick or cog, or if wou can — Qiwve us &

big donation!

J ar
the ;upEPb technology of

i

It is wery big job, bBut I°m =zure we
+

=t dﬁiﬂﬂ the Fight
thing in preserwing

post mill,

w

Feter James or Jean Shelley are alwawys willing to show
zlides of the Mill and its dismantling, etc. Jean Shellew alsa
ez =lides on old Lowtfisld Heath.

HMHD WERE THE MILLERS 2

182@=., James Constable held the mill. It was warked bw a Mr PAREER.
Farriesz & Mazon, "The Mindmills of Surrey & Inner London” 17840,

1842, Owners were Milliam & Charles Constable, trustess for Suszan
Gre=zsce. (Tithe Mapd - (The Constables ocwned Horley Matermillil.
1251 Cenzu=z. Lowfisld Hezath Mil)l House was cccupied by WMillizm
MOESEY, age 27, Journewman miller, born a2t Lindfisid Sw; hiszs wife
Mary, age 22, born at Cowfold; % their children MWilliam who was

2, & Emily,1, both born in Charlwood Parish.

1871 Censu=. Turnpike Foad Lowfield Heath, liwed John &RSELL, age
42, miller born at Horsham; his wife Sarah, 41, bor ull Tuid ke

their children Lucy Louisze,?; Sarah Jane,S; & Marw,2; 21

Charlwood Parish.

From the gravestones at Lowfield Heath Church we learn that John
SELL age 21, died in 1784, at the Mill House where he had resided

for 5@ wearz; and his wife Sarah died in 1787 in her 72th wvear.
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188%=. The mill ceaszed to work by wind power, but wasz later worked
By & portable engine. (Farries % Masan).
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¥’ Directories lists Joseph Henrw Robinson, miller.



