
Michael Bryant 1928 - 2013 

Mike Bryant, farmer and miller, of Mill Farm, Pakenham, died on 
March 18th this year, He was 85. 

When I was at school, I cycled to see his tower mill, where he 
made me most welcome. I remember him calling at Framsden, 

where I was working in the late I 960s. I showed him a little 
engine-driven mill on a nearby farm which was shortly to be sold. 
I bought a pair of millstones and Mike bought the engine, which he 
took to Pakenham. For some reason the noise made by the engine 
had to be measured. When the inspecting officer arrived, all was 
quiet as they stood in the farmyard, and the inspector asked Mike 

to start the engine. To the inspector's surprise Mike told him he 
had started the engine half an hour ago and it was running! 

Many years ago we held our AGM in the sack store at Pakenham. 
we used straw bales and sacks as seats, and with stock outside 
there was a real working farm atmosphere. 

Throughout his life, Mike took the lead in keeping the tower mill in 

good condition, eventually establishing 'the Friends of Pakenham 
Pakenbam Wi11dmill. P1ct11re- JW N 

Mill'. In 2006 a book was published recording Mike's life and telling how they dealt with the many 
problems of a farmer and miller's life, and also some very amusing incidents. It tells of a way of life that is 
moving ever further into the past. 

Chris Hulcoop 

John Boyes 1915-20 13 
John Boyes sadly died on May 6th 2013. 

John was aged 98 and was a long standing member of the Section, joining in 1977 and serving as a 

committee member for many years. 

He was well known for his many talks on behalf of the Section on watermills, and, having been a 

Health and Safety officer up to his retirement, helped us a great deal with our first Health &Safety 

leaflet. John was also a long-standing member of the Newcomen Society. 

Mildred 

Mills Section Event Calendar 
Please check our web site 
www.spab.org.uk/spab-mills 
for more information on all our 
events and training courses. 
As soon as details for events 
are confirmed, the website will 
be updated. 

You can book for both 
meetings and training courses 

2013 

online. If you have not provided 2014 

us with your email address, 
please contact the mills 
administrator on 
0207 456 0909 or 
millsinfo@spab.org.uk 
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September 5-Bth Section Weekend Tour of Sussex 

September 27th 

September 27th 

October 5th 

March 8th 

May I 0th/ I I th 

October I I th 

Practical Flour Milling One day course 
Venue - Cann Mills, Dorset. 

--------

0 w n in g a Mill - One day course
Venue: Burwell Mill, Cambridgeshire

Section Autumn Meeting 
Mandeville Hall, Burwell, Cambridgeshire 

Spring Meeting - details TBA 
----

National Mills Weekend 
see www.nationalmillsweekend.co.uk 

Section Autumn Meeting 
Venue - London 


