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WHEELS OF FORTUNE - THE SHUTTLEWORTH FAMILY OF 

THE 80WDENS AND MARKET HARBOROUGH 

T
he Wheel of Fortune appeared in many medieval wall paintings, particularly those 
of the fourteenth century. The central figure was often Lady Fortune who had 
a double face and was not to be trusted. 1 In Albrecht Durer's illustration of the 

Wheel of Fortune it is aptly being turned by asses. 

The wheel has been very important in the development of civilisations. Power from 
water wheels was harnessed by ancient communities. By medieval times the use of 
such power was extensive and continued to be so until other sources were developed 
during the Industrial Revolution. In the eighteenth and nineteenth century the fortunes 
of some members of the Shuttleworth family were associated with water mills in 
Ringstead, Northamptonshire, where I live, and Woodchester, Gloucestershire. 

THE WOODFORD WATERMILL 

The Woodford Watermill is situated on the River Nene between the Northamptonshire 
villages of Ringstead and Woodford. It is known locally as Willy Watt Mill, and although 
it lies within Woodford parish it is often associated with Ringstead. In its long history it 
has been used for various purposes, possibly indicative of economic changes. Letters 
from tenants to landlords suggest milling did not always produce a good income. The 
mill is currently being totally refurbished and when this is complete its water wheels will 
be generating electricity. 

While reading Ringstead People by David Ball2 I discovered that in the nineteenth 
century Woodford Mill was one of the mills owned by the Shuttleworth family of Great 
Bowden and Market Harborough. They owned another mill in Ringstead parish but that 
has long been demolished. David kindly loaned me his source material in order for me 
to piece together some of the family history. 

Henry Shuttleworth (b1724-d1800) leased from Christ Church, Oxford, The Rectory 
and Parsonage, Mansion Place and the associated land, dovehouses and mills in Great 
Bowden in June 1757. Four years earlier he had married his second wife, Catherine 
Bletsoe, the daughter of Charles Bletsoe. They had eleven children3

• Henry and 
Catherine's joint property included six watermills and a windmill, two of those being in 
Woodford and Ringstead. 
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