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"Teddy" Simms. 

s the miller at Mapledurham 

watermill near Reading for more 

than 30 years, my attention was 

naturally drawn to an account in 

Milling (February 18th, 1950) 

of a miller with an even longer 

connection to the town. Number 

six in the series of "Men in the 

Mill" articles recounts the story of 

At the time of writing he had been a rollerman for more than 

45 years with Messrs SM Soundy and Sons at their Abbey Mills 

in Reading. His story was used to reinforce a general point about 

a certain type of country mill, "You never hear of any labour 

trouble or anything of that sort at that mill". The management 

and the men knew and respected each other. They had grown up 

together, as it were, and "there are a good many case of this kind 

in the flour milling industry". 

Teddy was born on October 18th, 1888 and had lived in the 

same house all his life. He started work at the age of 13 at 

Messrs Huntley and Palmers in Reading. His wages were 5/6d 
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per week, of which he gave his mother 513d, reserving for himself 

just 3d a week for pocket money. On June 10th, 1904 he entered 

the service of Messrs SM Soundy & Son as a mill boy at a wage 

of eight shillings a week, this time giving his mother 7 /6d a week, 

retaining 6d for himself. 

In 1908 he became a screensman and in 1911 a flour packer and 
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five minutes walk far from where Abbey Mills stood. It is also 

close to Huntley & Palmers where the flour from the mill went to 

make the famous biscuits. In consequence, the Archive has quite 

a substantial amount of documentary and photographic material, 

some from the Soundy family, on Abbey Mills. These include 

an image from a photograph in Reading Central Library of the 

demolition of the site in 1964, showing the medieval arches and 

the two exposed waterwheels that once provided power to the 

mill. We are fortunate at the Archive to have architects' plans of 

how the old mill and a photograph of the steam wagon used by 

Soundy's. 

All that remains today is one of the Abbey's Norman arches 

through which the Holy Brook flowed to turn the waterwheels 

and machinery in the mill. Abbey Mills before the new mill 

with roller plant was put in was milling by millstones with the 
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usual bevel gears driving vertical shafts from the waterwheels. 

In 1878, the Nagel & Kaemp roller system was introduced. One 

of the large waterwheels, 7ft x 12ft wide still powered three 

sets of stones for wheat and barley, while the other, even larger 

waterwheel of 10ft x 12ft, worked as an auxiliary to the steam 

engine which operated the roller plant. 

I intend to write about more mill people (not all men!) so I 

would be pleased to have any suggestions of suitable candidates; 

email me at mills@millsarchive.org 

sgMills 
�Archive 
www.millsarchive.org 
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